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BACKGROUND

• The location and size of, and the characteristics relief in Nigeria give rise 
to a variety of climates ranging from Tropical rainforest climate along the 
coasts to the Sahel climate in the northern parts of the country. 

• Nigeria has a population of about 200 million impacting on the physical 
environment through their various activities within area of 923,000 
square kilometers.

• This coupled with variabilities in elements of climate such as rainfall and 
temperature exposes the country to the impact of climate change.

• Nigeria’s economy is dependent on sectors that are either climate 
sensitive or contribute to climate change such as agriculture, forestry, 
fisheries, which together employ up to 70% of the workforce, and 
additionally, oil and gas. 
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• To achieve its ambitious long-term goals, the Paris Agreement introduced a few new mechanisms and processes to the
international climate change regime.

• The starting point for this “ambition mechanism” is a Party’s nationally determined contribution (NDC) submitted to the
United Nations Framework Climate Change Convention (UNFCCC), which pledges certain types of actions to reduce
emissions and strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity to climate change impacts.
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NIGERIA’S NATIONALLY 
DETERMINED 
CONTRIBUTIONS
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Nigeria’s Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC): emissions reductions of 20-45% by 2030 is a 
fundamental shift in our growth pathway 

With economic growth of 5% per year, 
emissions are expected to grow to about 

900 million tonnes per year in 2030

Trajectory under Business-as-Usual

Mitigation measures could reduce 
emissions by around 45% compared to 

business as usual 

Key Mitigation Measures

MEASURE

POTENTIAL GHG 
REDUCTION 

(million tonnes per 
year in 2030)

Economy wide energy 

efficiency

179

Efficient gas power stations
102

Work towards ending of gas 

flaring

64

Climate smart agriculture
74

Reduce transmission losses
26

Renewable energy 31
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Implementation of the NDCs

Sectoral Action 
Plans developed 

across the five (5)  
priority areas 

Policy Review & 
Integration

Enhancing access 
to climate finance

Private Sector 
Engagement

Youth Engagement
Monitoring, 
Reporting & 
Verification 

Review of NDCs
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Engaging the private sector is essential 
for multiple reasons:

Mobilize

Mobilize financial 
resources and 
technical capabilities

Leverage

Leverage the efforts 
of governments

Engage

Engage civil society 
and community 
efforts

Develop

Develop innovative 
climate services and 
adaptation 
technologies
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Areas of Intervention for Small and 
Medium-sized Enterprises (SMEs)
• SMEs are the drivers of economic growth in Nigeria.

• Their viability is threatened by climate variability and extreme weather events.

• The possible consequences of climate change include job losses and declining economic growth.

• Its impacts on businesses can be direct, such as damage to buildings and locations, or the disruption 
of production processes 

• But the impacts can also be indirect, with the increasing scarcity – and rising prices – of resources 
such as water and energy,  the disruption of supply chains and changes in demand for produced 
goods.

• At the same time, the need to adapt to climate change may create a new demand for products and 
services, and prompt new business opportunities. 
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Areas of Intervention for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises 
(SMEs) – Relevant Sectors

Energy 

Transportation 
& 

Communication

Industry & 
Commerce 

Disaster, 
Migration & 

Security

Livelihoods 

Vulnerable 
Groups & 
Education
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Agriculture 
(Crops and 
Livestock) 

Freshwater 
Resources

Coastal Water 
Resources 

and Fisheries 

Forest Biodiversity 

Health & 
Sanitation 

Human 
Settlement 

and Housing 



Identified 
Actions to 
Operationalize 
Low Carbon 
Development 
Strategies

Establishing a cohesive institutional 
framework and supporting policies 
and regulations for effective 
implementation across many sectors

Financing the costs of low carbon 
interventions 

Creating partnerships for 
implementation
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Conclusion

The costs of creating a low-carbon global economy are high, with an estimated cost of over $140
Trillion by 2030 (approximately $10B per annum) for a holistic and efficient implementation of
Nigeria’s NDCs. It is thus relevant to note that in addition to international finance and investment,
technology and capacity-building required to achieve the intended contribution, the need for the
domestic share cannot be overemphasized.
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